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Taking Leadership - People that knew how to lead
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11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown up, that he went out unto his brethren, and
looked on their burdens; and he saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 And he looked
this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the
sand.
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Come now therefore, and | will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people the
children of Israel out of Egypt.' 11 And Moses said unto God: 'Who am |, that | should go unto Pharaoh,
and that | should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?' 12 And He said: 'Certainly | will be with
thee; and this shall be the token unto thee, that | have sent thee: when thou hast brought forth the
people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.' 13 And Moses said unto God: 'Behold, when |
come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them: The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you;
and they shall say to me: What is His name? what shall | say unto them?' 14 And God said unto Moses: 'l
AM THAT | AM'; and He said: 'Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel: | AM hath sent me unto you.'
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And Moses answered and said: 'But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice; for they



will say: The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.' 2And the LORD said unto him: 'What is that in thy hand?'
And he said: 'A rod.' 3 And He said: 'Cast it on the ground.' And he cast it on the ground, and it became a
serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Put forth thy hand, and take it
by the tail--and he put forth his hand, and laid hold of it, and it became a rod in his hand-- 5 that they may
believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.' 6 And the LORD said furthermore unto him: 'Put now thy hand into thy
bosom.' And he put his hand into his bosom; and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, as
white as snow. 7 And He said: 'Put thy hand back into thy bosom.--And he put his hand back into his
bosom; and when he took it out of his bosom, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.-- 8 And it
shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will
believe the voice of the latter sign. 9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe even these two
signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the
dry land; and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.'10 And
Moses said unto the LORD: 'Oh Lord, | am not a man of words, neither heretofore, nor since Thou hast
spoken unto Thy servant; for | am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.' 11 And the LORD said unto him:
'Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh a man dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? is it not | the
LORD? 12 Now therefore go, and | will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak.' 13 And
he said: 'Oh Lord, send, | pray Thee, by the hand of him whom Thou wilt send.' 14 And the anger of the
LORD was kindled against Moses, and He said: 'Is there not Aaron thy brother the Levite? | know that he
can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee; and when he seeth thee, he will be glad
in his heart. 15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put the words in his mouth; and | will be with thy
mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. 16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto
the people; and it shall come to pass, that he shall be to thee a mouth, and thou shalt be to him in God's
stead. 17 And thou shalt take in thy hand this rod, wherewith thou shalt do the signs.'
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Leading Questions
How is Moshe described in the first part you read and how is he described in the second?
Why in your opinion did Moshe react so different in each situation?
From reading the second part can you picture him becoming a great leader?
Moshe hesitates, is that the way you described a leader?
Can you identify with his hesitations?
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Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, she judged Israel at that time. 5 And she sat under the
palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the hill-country of Ephraim; and the children of



Israel came up to her for judgment 6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-
naphtali, and said unto him: 'Hath not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded, saying: Go and draw
toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children
of Zebulun? 7 And | will draw unto thee to the brook Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his
chariots and his multitude; and | will deliver him into thy hand. 8 And Barak said unto her: 'If thou wilt go
with me, then I will go; but if thou wilt not go with me, | will not go

T MONY
NN NNMATOY NMNTA TN NN
PDMIN DIOWNY T HXIR DAY YN 19 ,00NYTY TN e
NNNYNN NONNN DX DN 12X NN DNV V1N ANIND X1DD2 DNY 1Y P1ad NN DPMON e
PININI NIDD TA NNMMYAYTDO NMATNOID NN] e
NMATOY NN TIMOSY 1IN NN MNINIX e
Leading Questions
What is special about the character of Deborah?
Why did the people of Israel go to her when they needed a judge?
God asks Barak to go to war, why do you think Barak didn't go immediately, why did he go first to speak to
Deborah?
How can Deborah help Israel in the war?
What traits of leadership can we learn from Deborah?
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As a young man, how did you view yourself, what was your direction in life, what would you become today
if you didn't follow the path you eventually followed?
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His answer was:

"When | began doing what | do it was a one time thing, just one case. | didn't even imagine myself
answering 120 phone calls a day and twenty or thirty meetings. When it all began | didn’t even aspire to
that.. my only goal was to help the other. When another request came in | helped them as well, and then
another request for help, and another... | used to sit 18 hours a day and study, | didn't decide in one day to
give that up, it was gradual. If | was asked to give it up in one day I'm not sure | would have been able to."
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Leading Questions

How can we explain all the initiatives that Rabbi Firer took to help the sick people?
What character trait do we see in his interview?

In your eyes, are these traits of a leader?




